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1. New Year Sea Sports – Kolek Lumba 

 

These photographs show several Malay koleks, or traditional perahus, at the almost annual 

New Year Regatta. The regatta was held at the Singapore Harbour off Collyer Quay. Buildings 

such as the Municipal Building (completed in 1929 and now part of National Gallery 

Singapore), the spire of St Andrew's Cathedral (left), Clifford Pier and the Ocean Building 

(right), can be seen in the backgrounds of these photos. These images were likely taken 

between 1935 and 1937. 

Image sources:   

https://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/pictures/details/45748bdc-4d83-4346-b241-1af5f38dca17  

https://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/pictures/details/3f586c7b-4b58-4a24-880b-f1eb0471d0b6  
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2. New Year Sea Sports, 1939 

This photograph of Malay koleks was taken at the New Year Regatta on 1 January 1939. Held 

at the Singapore Harbour off Collyer Quay, buildings such as the Supreme Court and 

Municipal Building can be seen in the background. The back of the photograph is dated 

"1.1.1939". 

Image source:  

https://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/pictures/details/e1bef039-97e8-4275-9f44-689bfebb601f  

 

 

https://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/pictures/details/e1bef039-97e8-4275-9f44-689bfebb601f
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3. Spectators at New Year Sea Sports, 1939 

Taken from the Fullerton Building on 1 January 1939, this image features spectators lining 

the pavement by the sea during the New Year Regatta. The event was held at the Singapore 

Harbour off Collyer Quay. 

Image source:  

https://eresources.nlb.gov.sg/pictures/Details/e8e63ad0-1109-41c4-a11b-b2ebcec3681e  
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